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Exactly how much should you eat for each meal? If you're tired of
measuring and weighing your options, Oxygen has an easier way to
monitor your food intake.

BY LISA HANNAM

ou've heard it time and time
again: eat five to six meals a
day and you'll boost your metab-
olism and lose weight. But if
you're eating at least three meals of
700 to 700 calories a plate, you won't
reveal your hidden abs, you'll gain body
fat. So what exactly does a healthy por-
tion look like? Well, pretty much
whatever you can stuff into half a pita
bread pocket
Pitas aren’t just for sandwiches
anymore. Barb Taggart, supervisor of
dietetics a3t Commumty
Hospital 1in Menomonee
Falls, Wisconsin, says that pitas work

clinical
Memaorial

for any meal. Stuff your scrambled
eggs n a pita. Fill a pita with a salad. Or
load it up with a sizzling hot stir-fry.

toss your bread
& wraps

Today when you order a sandwich from
the local deli, the bread is inches thick
and the filling pours out the sides. With
the latest food industry trends, it's no
wonder your sandwich has grown. One
study published in the Journal of the
American Dietetic Association found
that
exceeded federal standard sizes by as
much as eight times. And portion s1zes
listed on some labels are smaller than

most marketplace portions

what the package actually holds. So
the low-fat calorie content is only true
if you eat small amounts, With all these

growing portions, Americans have
increased their daily caloric intake by
340 calories since 1970, say Tufts
University researchers.

So exactly what are you eating
when you order a sandwich? A roast
turkey and bacon sandwich with ranch
dressing contains 830 calories, 38
grams of fat and 2,260 milligrams of
sodium, which is 94 percent of your
daily value. And if you think awrap is a
better aoption, think again. The same
filling in a wrap only saves you 120
calories, but, get this, adds on anather
gram of fat and 160 milligrams of
sodium - clearly not a better choice.

“With bread you put two pieces of
bread minimally - with the pocket, you
just use one pocket and you don’t put
as much inside of it,” says Taggart, who

worked with pita-makers Kangaroo
Brands in creating The Pocket Diet
(2004}, which includes 45 pita recipes

“The pocket lends itself to a more rea-
sonable portion.” She suggests opting
for whole wheat pita bread for addi-
tional fiber.

filing warning

“Of course you can put a lot of high-fat
foods in a pita,” says Taggart. She
warns that you can go overboard on
condiments: "Use light mayonnaise or
fat-free sour cream. And mustard 1s
great in place of butter, mayonnaise or
salad dressing.” Taggart suggests
using a quarter cup of tuna and a table-
spoon of light mayonnaise for a tuna
salad pita. "Make sure your ingredients
are healthy and low-fat.”
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